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January 16, 2004

Kedari Reddy, Esq.
Assistant Regional Counsel
United State Environmental Protection Agency ^
Region 2 ^^
290 Broadway ,\ ^
New York, NY 10007-1866 $\

Re: Diamond Alkali Superfund Site

Dear Ms. Reddy:

This firm represents Alliance Chemical, Inc. ("Alliance") in connection with the
above site (the "Site"). You and I spoke towards the end of last year concerning the
alleged nexus of Alliance to the Site. It is our understanding that the "Study Area" of
concern to EPA is "the 17-mile stretch of the Lower Passaic River and its tributaries
from Dundee Dam to Newark Bay." (Para. lO.o of Draft Administrative Order on
Consent) (Emphasis added.)

You mentioned that Alliance was connected to the Site because of alleged
discharges to Plum Creek, which is considered by EPA to be a tributary of the Passaic
River. Alliance is physically located below the mouth of the Lower Passaic River and, to
its knowledge, it has never discharged to the Lower Passaic River. For a brief period of
time, Alliance allegedly discharged into an unnamed ditch. We are investigating
whether that ditch discharged into Plum Creek. Although EPA takes the position that
Plum Creek is a tributary of the Passaic River, Alliance believes that EPA is mistaken
because Plum Creek is below the mouth of the Passaic River and it appears that Plum
Creek discharges into Newark Bay, not the Passaic River. We respectfully request a
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meeting with you and your technical staff to discuss these issues. My secretary,
Barbara Castronovo, will call you shortly to set up a meeting.

Feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss this letter.

Very truly yours,

/ A
Fredi!_. Pear!mutter

FLP:bmc
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